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be the Food on the Mind ; rr hay F 
believe, it may be allow 6, that what 
Men call a good Taſte, is the beſt 
Means to direft and determine our Choice 10 
that which is "moſt wholeſome. Foy this 
Reaſon, good Critics may be conſeder'd in 
tle Character of 'exrellent Phyſicians, who 
lake Care of the Health of the Wirld ; as 
hud ones are the Quacks thut deffroy it. 
ow my own Part, 1 pretend to no more than 
the Merit of 4 faithful Apothecary, who 
tes the beſt Obſervations he can upon 
Praftice, and is careful to keep Receipts up- 

his File. | 
If it be enquir'd why I call my Syſtem. 4 
EW Ant? J na; that I call it 
| N ew, 


The PREFACE. 
New, not becauſe it is unknown (for if 
. #ruth, "tis _ — nom and- 
iy practis d) but becauſe tis intirely differny 
From all the Rules of that hr to 
Antiquity. And tho tis a common Calumy 
upon the beſt mogeri Writings, that they 
are liule more than Tranſcripts and Imitation 
of the Antients; I may venture to aſſure the 
Reader, that this Work has the full Merit 
of bring ſafe from that Accuſation. I dey 
the whole World to ſbem, that any one Rulld 
or one Obſervation in this whole Syſten 
either ſtolen, or borrowed, or imitated fri 
either Ariſtotle, Quintilian, Longinus, MW 
Dionyf. Halicarnaſſenſis, or Mr. Pope, 


Vale Amice Lector & frucre. 


N. B. Almoſt prepar'd for the Preſs, an 
will ſpeedily be . publiſs'd, GCharafter, 
of all the eminent Critics in this 1ſand 
from the great Author of a Letter upon 
a Letter, Cc. to the great Hero of te 


Find | 


ind fat, a firſt Sight, with eve. 
| E ting that is 2 | 


4 HIS is the firſt and fundamental Rule of 
all good Criticiſm; and is it ſelf founded 
upon ſolid Reaſons, For, 


z On 
after) 
upo 
f tl | If, "Tis ten to one but you are in the 

being, at leaft, ten bad Productions — eve- 
Day, for one good one. 


3, — 4 finding f fault implies a plain Superio· 


' And,what a FIR Lighe isaMan ſeen in, i when hisGe- 
us is aſſerting to it ſelf a bold Superiority over ev 


Mer! the very Caim is a Foundation of Emi- 
nence, 


oY 


nence. Claim boldly then: For Crieiciſm hath, 


; js 46 like it; in dome Hands, that 

can diſtinguiſh them.) And you know the Rule, 4. 
lumniare fortiter (in Engliſh, criticiſe boldly) and fon 

thing wall certainly berge wth to Jour ſelf ; and t 1 
your Author. 22 


Beſides his, fucks Gondug i is a — 
of Right. For who can be imagin d fo impudent, 
to claim wſthout ſome Colour ef Juſtice? and ther 


ore, the bolder your Claim is, the better; if you ar 
ortunate and pri, "ris ten to one but the Work 
EEE 


peund the Matter with yau, upon tlie Fopt of an F. 
Reference and give p one balf to ſecure the rel. 


Tis a clear e n thi ule, thay 
fon d always 85 2 Works moſt, > - Which & 
N N moſt to P el. 


For, ſi 1 iciſm is a Claim of $1 oy * 
have you to do, but to raiſe your s high a 
| ou can, ſince your Right muſt 2 ciſe with it! 

o Man ever arriy*d to any great Eminence above « 
1 thers, fre che Back of an Aſs, ot hp Shovlders 


Dwarf. 


A true Critick is a true Emblem of that Gate 
| majeftick Animal, ho never fails to raiſe his Crell 
We buraiſh his Gills, diſtend his Dewlap and ſwell hi 
Breaſt with a becoming Indi at the fri 
Sight of that proud Colour, that ſhould pretend tt 
glow with more than his own : And ao wonde 
If, in Conſequence of ſuch a Preſumption, he aſſau 
it with a juſt Degree of Rage; and, if poſſible 
e it under Foot. N N r 


0bj. But, here it may be des what f 39 
Auwa d beinthe Wrong? gl . 4 i 


"I ; ( 3 ) e : 
5 3 18 

Ant In. To this tis obvious 
|. yogare en in pour Ori 

damn the thing at once; and J 
_ 
' 4d, If you ſhou'd be found fo in the End, tis teri 
to one but the Diſcovery comes tod late. For the Au- 
thor may be dead, or undone long before; and 10 may 


you s. 
30%, Tis time enough to ret, when the reſt of 

the World are.convinc'd: Your Delay will be plac'd to 
the Account of your Delicacy. . 


Andinthe lt Phce, i the worlt comes tothe worlt, 
Singularity has a thouſand Advantages to ballance every 
thing, that can be ſaid again 1 „ Inſtan?” 
ces, wherein one Man has been known. to be in the 
Right, againſt all the reſt——. ATHANASIUS contra 
nundum 1s a glorious Situation. 


Vidrix cauſa Diis placuit, ſed victa Catoni. 

But, ſuppoſe you are in the Wrong, and allow'd. td 
be ſo: What are you the worſe? I know a Man, that 
tath carried this Paint ſo far, an hundred times, as to de- 
by Virgil to be a Poet; or Cicero an Orator; and yet is he 
dlow'd to be a Man of Senſe and Taſte, by halt his Ac- 
 quintance, to this Day. Some People indeed, may be 
- yes. to ſhun his Converſation on this Account: 
it then? I'Lundertake, he l never want a Doctor, a 
Squre, a Lord, or a Parſon, at the Coſſee-houſe. to ad- 
fire and to. imitate him. And they are indubitably in 
the Right: Far a. Candidate for Emineoce in this Art 
= if poſſible, never loſe ſight of ſuch a Genius. 
is always 3 to be learnt, from a Spirit 

of fleady Diſſent: And, if there were nothing elſt, a 
tappy Faci'ity. and Aſſurance of objecting and diſclaim- 


ng, 1s every thing toatrue Ckitick, 
- RULE 


(47 
RULE u. 


Deel 5 in generals. i. e. Diſlike or rejeft Things 
in the Whole, without deſcending to Par. 
ticulars. 


Cou'd ſoon recount to you along Liſt of great Men, 144 
who have ſucceeded to Admiration in a thouſand tn: 
ſtances, by vertue ot this ſingle Rule. And the Rea: * 4 
ſon is evident; The Bulk of Mankind are ſeldom able . 
to — ow. the Whole of Things, tho? they are — 
fi of the ſeveral Parts: For Example, Ms 


F 


A Fried muy fafely pronounce upon any Man a- prove | 
live, that he harh a very bad Conlticurion, and half the If "*"" | 


World, nay the Patient himſclt, will be apt e- f 
nough to believehim; tho he bath al che Sycaproms of vary 
Health, and all the Signs ot « good Habit. But if the , 
— — y he had an Ulcer upon 
his Arm, or a Cancer upon his Lip, poſſibly he might 
not find it a ther { eit tor finde N 
the Evidence alt bis Senſes, 


So, i the Polit bdfore us, "ris very fafe to 47 in the 
| rg err ny Writing whatſoever is Stuff and Non. 
125 if PE — of the firſt 
cighe Lines,” or t eond Pardgra | 
where every U — 
nner 


———— 2888 
mon Seuſe. 


Aud here I muſt beg lexve to lay down one or two 
Cautions, very weceſiiryro good Succeſs in this Scicnce, 


(r) 


In thefirſt Place, be eg above all things to avoid 
intonſiſtent Cenſures. 0 | 


"2 For Example, 1f one of you affirms, 1 
9% Addreſs to a Great Man, is poor and cringing; take care, 
ar- r 
£5 is vain and familiar. 


Or if one of ydu ſhou d draw up 3 
ahora het certify to the World, that ſuch an Addreſs 


ble Imitation of $5 who imitated 
$——f, who imitated Horace; care: that no 
other ot you immediately publiſh an Advertiſement in 
Verſe, to certify the N and (what's worſe) to 
prove it too by undeniable Quotations. For tho it be 


ſure of the Verſe is alt different in -theſe Per- 
formances ; yet why ſhou'd you contradi& your 
ther? ſince you = t but know, that contra 


Criticiſms are, in this Reſpect, very like contradifiay 
Propolitions, and may very 1 be both falſe, bur 
can't. poſſibly be both true, at the ſame time. 


However, If you are preſs'd hard this Head, 
the don't think it ou are pref A an Fraß: For 
Nos Bl © are ſo diſtant as not to have ſome Reſem- 

inc. So, in the Point before us, I think yu may 

infiſt boldly y upon it; that the Imitation is evident: 
1 Far, did not both write in Verſe ? Did not both,write 
of Patrone? Wer: not both Patrons Lords ? And, were 
not both Lords Lords Lienzenants > What wou'd Pev- 

ze be at? Did any Man, in his Senſes, ever expect 


om. drr Sin linde, ſhou'd rea upon mere than all finr ? 


two wy 5 To 


” 


never ſo true, that the Matter, and Manner, and Mea. - 


| * Give me leave to fubjoin another Caution 1 evra: (7 


r not to contradict j our 
Brother; be «little car not 40 contradict ( bein lence 3 


fitent with) your ſelf. Malice, 


Tho' your profeſt Deſign is to pull down Vani 0 
| —_ i by the Clawsof Eqvy. 7 ; 


When you make a ® cen do not "OY 
'an Abuſe with e. 4 


Be cautious how you Gy in the Gme p , that the 
ſame Man has a very five Taſte, and no Taſte at all: Be. 

- cauſe ſuch Propotitions are for the moſt Part liable to 
| ſome Suſpicion, with the miſtruſtful Part of Mankind. 


But if you are under a Neceſſity of ſubjoining the 
tter Part of the Sentence, to ſupport your Charge; 
ſure, you alyays do it where you au not doit. 
nderſtand me Never contraditt your ſelf, but when 
it is to. contradict your Betters at the ſame Time. The 
gan never take it ill, that you uſe them no worſe, than 
you uſe 275 ſelt: Or, if they ſhou'd, what wou'd the 
orld fay ? Wau'd you uſe them rudely tor nothing 
No * & Te You never wou'd give them the Li 
for any thing le , than the Sake of Truth; and there 
no Eminence of Station or Merit fhou d protect them 
Such a bold Stroke as this eſtabliſhes you at once. Yor 
are known by the Name of the Plain-Dealer fron 
that r and every ITE q fs, L1 
may fay any thing to an z ma e 
hg cl the ancionr Privileges of 4 even 


Chriftmaſs. 


And here I take leave to inform my Reader, 
dus Critcſin is the only Grand Dhixr i i th 
ork 


3 
doll, the only Specifick that can transform every 
ung into V3rewe at the firſt Touch, | ; | 


Perhaps you may be one of thoſe that hate Fnſo- 
ence and Ill-pacure, and are apt to be diſguſted at 
Malice, and Envy, and Ingratitude: It muſt in- 
1d be own'd that theſe are Hard Names, and the 
Things themſolves generally thought noxious in other 
Men; and yet it is very well known that, ina zrue 
Critick, all theſe are not only innocent but amiable: 
Becauſe in him they are really nothing but Candour 
and Love of Truth. And for this Reaſon, the more 
eminent all theſe Qualities appear in him, the more 
be muſt riſe in his real Character. A #rue Critick 
may expoſe his beſt Friends (I mean, in his Diſ- 
courſe, or Writings ) abuſe his beſt Benefactor, re- 
ie the beſt Men in the World, and he as inſolent 
25 he pleaſes to the beſt Men in Power; and yet 
be at the ſame time the moſt innocent, beende 
Man alive: Becauſe all this, in him, can be no- 
thing but Candour and Love ef Truth TRUurn 
k his Goddeſs : and nothing ſure can be too ſacred 
to bleed at her Shrine? on the contrary, the noblex 
the Yiatir, the higher the Devotion, 


** 


RULE II. 


Fun find it top adventrous to pronounce any 

Writing Sruff and Nonſenſe, at fir Sight 3 
get you may, ſafely enough, ' Shrug your - 
Shoulders, and cry, There's nothing 
in't. | | | : | 


Reason may bennfiver' with rakes, and DIG 
putes are erous, tis impoſſible to ſay v 
they'll end: — — a Shrug can 
Dee eee 


(LE Ss, 
Suppol e, for le, that the veſtion were ou _ - - 
the Merits of a Di _ Juſt Th and your Ader 
ſary ſhow'd inſiſt, that it had every thing requiſite to th 
Boer pod For tion of that kind of Writing: Au 
ou d tall to youot Politeneſa, and Eaſe, and Elegance 
N ang God knows what—-—lct him Talk, and do you 
Sbg. lt he ſhou d grow noiſy and pedantick ue 
jou, and pretend to quote Examples from Plato, au 
orities from Ariſtotle; let him quote on, and do yi 
If he ſhou'd perſiſt in bis Impertinence; wh 
then you have nothing to do, but to ſhake your Head 
and .cccho his laſt Words; © Ay, ay, Plato, Arifterl 
Eaſe, Elegance, &c. then ſmile a little, and by de 
grees r for yours, his Buſineſs i 


I don't. believe there ever was that Author ſo harden' 

* that Author's Admi-er ſo impertinent, as not ü 
te quell'd by ſuch. an irreſiſtible Seties of Criticiſms: I. 
— Shrug does not ſilence him, tis ten thouſand to on 


| the Szeer ſubdues him ; 22 is 2 Triumph, 
A conicious, in Cx iticuim ot & Welhcon 
du . able to reſiſt; or ir i 
ſhou'd, a Horſe- laugh lays it fla. a Horſe- laugh knoc 
itdown at once The cenſure cachinn is irre fiſtibie 
never was contuted or put out of Countenance, fron 
the Foundation of the World to this Day. In one Word 
"tis as invincibleas F—k B— g — . Ih 


Beßddes all this, © Criticks, 1 am fatisfied, are ofte 
more candid, even in the Cenſure of their Shrugs an 
Smiles, Pen 8 ' £2 Nor y [ 
3 tO ar 0 ity, or an Axern 
. wherever der pen t Aeg ag Va 
dence, or to vend an Uneruth. For, as a Spirit ot C 
riciſm doth not always imply every poſſible Perfection 
"th. paſlable,. that a Critick may want Capacity in part 
cu Points; and, for that Reaſon, miſtake Beam 
| for Blemiſhes, Erery good Colour hath not equl BG 


. 
d every Eye; nor is every good Savour equally a- 
able to every Palate. Tis exactly fo in the Mind. | 
Genius, with a ſtrong Türtt to the Serious and Sublime 
"I Writing, ſeldom makes any great account of . low Hu- 
Sur ; a Genius, with a ſtrong Turn to Humour, hath, 
the moſt part, little Reliſh of Elegance, and leſs of 


umiy. 1 


W 1 confider a Critick as à Creature with what Phyſici- 
z call a ſtrong Acid upon his Stomach ; which, tho! it 
bs digeſtion, in general, yet is too apt to turn ſome af 
nobleſt. Foods and perfect Nouriſhments of Nature 
to Choler and Indigeſtion, And therefore, when Cri- 
& cenſure any Performance whatſoever as empty and 
cant; all that can be fairly inferr'd from thence 
they ſhou'd chance to be miſtaken) is only this, that 
ze is nothing in it to their Taſte, or nothing but what 
ydillike and difreliſh. And under this Diſtinction a 
ol Critick may, very often, with a Conſcience 
ounce upon the beſt Performance in its Kind, that 


isnothing in t. 


ke i 


\ 
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RULE Iv. 


of jour own Authority is not ſufficient to quell 
Oppofetiont, and carry your Point ; why 
then, two or three of uon join Force. — 
and call your ſelves the WORLD 
and the W or. ks done . | 


HIS isevery Day expeticne'd with wonderfal Sue - 
| Li 4. Alb her Friend, = Ther the Well 
tttkes very tree with Mrs. M's Reputation: That 
LA. L. was ſeen to ſlip into her Houſe in the dusk ot 
de Evening, and out again at One in the Morn- 
op.” The Friend tells the fame Story to her Couſm, 
Couſm to her Siſter ; and all four hurry to ies 


— * 


1 4 9. e 
3 ee 3. to tell che News, under | 
1 . . 


| Hours, Lady . is juſtified i 1 ** 2 
18 | 8 A. 1s ihed in every ſhe (ai 
'$ For, by this ris, rhe Whrld does real A e u. 
8 with Ears. M 3 and ſheis i 
8 from that Mochent: | 

18 5 


| Or, cake the thin js Smother Light: 
hunting with my K H 6b. and if two or th 
bf the wretchedeſt ablers i in the World do but op 
* and loudly, tho” never ſo wrong a Sch 
I) Lite for't the whole Pack will run in with the 
i | llthoy rae — out of Breath, and Perhaps te 

» 

| 

| 


„ * (4 


Jo far as never to recover gs the Cr ir 
will any Man, in his Wits, compare the C 
5 Cours, to the Out- cy ot t 
In indeed, our Enemies will y, the 8 ini 
tails ; that we always run down our. Prey beſt apo 
wrong Scent, and are moſt Tee when th * 
never recover d-. 


But ſuppoſe People ſhou'd be . and tell y 
 Plainly, * That any one of thoſe whicky 
* vilify, hath more Wit, and Senſe, fine tl 
in it, than all the Criticks in the World coden 
* from all the 3 you, « and Nat Jociat 


Put together. 


_ Why, the Anſwer icely. What is oy to the d 
EW. ing? e e it and Excel 


every one. 0 


— — 
| very 
a, s Cd 


— 


-v * 8 b 
1 7 
* 
#* & ® 1 9 7 
8. 5 9 


" * - 3 - . 
0 * 
” oi 2 Lo þ ” , 
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nothing but Satire----and Satirize none 


Or th | ; : | by 
but o ATI RE is the Pine-Apple of Wit: It bits every 


ga See Taſte; and contains every Flavour of 2 
V fruit 12 the Mind. The Viciaus and the Worrhleſs 
ps e glad to ſee others brought dawn by it ſome Degrees 
— = to their own Demerit, or Jufegnificancy : The Wiſe 
of. runs, unhurt, take a fecret Pleaſure in the un- 
niſh'd Luſtre, and untainted Purity af. their own Per- 
ions: And the Rabble are delighted with it, becauſe 
wmbles their Betrers, and brings them nearer to their 
wn Level. And indeed, Satire is, next to Death, the 
rate I pn nts. And, likethat too, can 
pb every rv \ every Ability, every Beauty, 
levery Bleſſing of Lie and not only. ſa, but can con- 
chem all into Deformiry. and Filth: 3 
Means, make the moſt amiable Creatures alixe, the Ab- 
mence of their beſt Friends. 1 


Aud far chis Reaſan, Lam apt to believe it may be true, 
ra Hawker of my Acquaintance hath often aſſur d 
the Ne; © that, next to Bloady Mwrders, Satires ſoll beſt of 
celan il! Papers whatſoever ; and for the fame reaſon proteſt 
no egyricks (if Men bad Talents tar them,) wou'd cer- 
adi n {ell the worſt. For, as Satires recommend and 
n. oucile us 40 enrfadves, Paycp yrick s diiguſt us. The 

ad v is ſetti re | 
o 2 Commor-wealth; The Praiſe of eminent Merit is 

= cc: Reproach of every thing below it: And no wonder 
xcir the World don't deſire to be infulted. And for this 
| Reſon, I am mei. it i; Thar both I. and ſeueraluf 
„Freads, found it very caſy to couvmce our Audi- 
NU res, chat n N iu a late Epiſtl to a cer- 


(12) 
tain great Lord, were downright Nonſenſe: 

| more Difficulty to ſet them i. 
Parts. And . is certain, that nothing, but 
Praiie of the Patron for great Abilities, made thoſe Li 
| Uiſtioguiſhably worſe than all the reſt. 


For theſe reaſons let all good Criticks, it they m 
write, (which indeed is none of their Buſineſs,) wii 
Satircs. And, for the ſame reaſon, let them fatir 
none but Perſons of Eminence. For the fame 1 


holds cqually in Satire, as in Love; 


? Level at Beanty, and at Wit ; We 
The faireſt Marks ave eaſieſt bit. 


The Luſtre of an high Reputation diffuſes ſuch a Lig! 
round the Owner, as gives the Satiriſt (together with tl 
aid of his ew nObſcurity)all poſſible Advantages of wour 
ing him wherever he likes. In vain does the mang| 

retch roar out, like furious A] AX in HO MEF 
for Day and the Enemy: He, ſafe under the protectie 
of- Nox and Nemeſis his guardian Deities, flinks, 'lik 
Milton's Hero, to bis Covert, after he hath wrought b 
Vengeance; and waits the reſult of his bold Atchien, 
ment in Security and Silence, © 


— * —— — — ' 


Fhatever. Head you ſatirize any Man 
der, before you have done with bim, be 
ſure you charge him home upon the Heal 

INTL. 

OR, this is a Vice which is ſure to render eve 

L Man living obnoxious to every other, And, 28 

very Man liying bath 3 cowpetent Pꝙtion of it, 


w 


e 
„ Man will admit your Charge with, Eaſe, aud join 
If the Vanity, you cenſure, is ill founded. it wilt 
ie the more n your Readers: If other- 
the Merit of the Author will make it eaſier 


our, or Prefermeot of any Kind: For then, the 


ole Crew of Competitors will be ſure to join in the Cyy 
inſt him. And indeed, nothing more infallibly in- 


n in the World, than the leaſt Appearance 
ſpicion of a Claim of Merit: As nothing can be more 
woking, than to boaſt one's Wealth among a Bro- 
rhood of Beggars, © Wi do ne bo 


Y 


nw” A "IE — 


8 „ 
2 — — 
* 


ee, 
ver you cenſure any Man's Works or 
Abilities in one Character, beſure, if 


tation both in Preaching and in Poetry, when yo 
lure his Poetry, beſure to praiſe his Preaching at the 


by that Means, carry more Weight: Add to this, 
there are twenty good Judges of Preaching, for one 

pretends to any Judgment in Poetry: So that, an 
Way where you might meet a 


empt upon him t 


ad of I 


radi you, — 4 but deſtroy your own Character, 


N 2 * al Mankind. Are 


» * * 


* 
AS, © 14 . 
* A . |. hits . m : 


POLY 


ited ; eſpecially if he be a Candidate for Fame, or | 


hies any Number of Men againſt the moſt deſerving 


poſſible, to praiſe him and tbem in aro⸗ 
ther. _—_ im OP 
OR Example; If the fame Man ſhou'd riſe to Repu- - 
e time: For this will give your Criticiſms t Cha- 


er of Candour and Ingenuity; and your Cenſure 


land People, in every Quarter of the Town, ta 

ul what greater Injury does a good Critick to any 
wat — 2 —— than what 

r 0 nat 


tO 
">". a * 


E. 
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